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TO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA IMMEDIATE 
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SUBJECT: GUATEMALAN VISA REGULATIONS CONCERNING 
CUBAN AMERICANS 

1 . GUATEMALA'S NEW VISA REGULATION, WHICH REQUIRES THAT 
APPLICATIONS FROM ANYONE BORN IN CUBA, REGARDLESS OF 
CURRENT NATIONALITY, BE REFERRED TO GUATEMALA FOR APPROVAL, 

IS BECOMING A PUBLIC RELATIONS AND POLITICAL PROBLEM 

HERE. THE CUBAN-AMERICANS BELIEVE THEY ARE BEING 
DISCRIMINATED AGAINST AND "DEFAMED" AS TERRORISTS. 

THE NEW REGULATIONS HAVE PROVOKED ARTICLES AND 
UNFAVORABLE EDITORIALS IN SUCH NEWSPAPERS AS THE 
DIARIO DE LOS AMERICAS AND THE MIAMI HERALD. CONGRESS- 
MAN DANTE FASCELL IS CONSIDERING INTRODUCING AN AMENDMENT 
TO THE ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE BILL REQUIRING THE SECRETARY 
TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION DISCRIMINATORY ACTION BASED ON 
NATIONAL ORIGIN WHEN APPORTIONING ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE 
FUNDS. THE DEPARTMENT'S ATTEMPTS TO EXPLAIN THE 
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GUATEMALAN REGULATIONS IN THE CONTEXT OF SOVEREIGNTY, 
INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE AND OUR OWN VISA LAWS AND 
REGULATIONS HAVE NOT BEEN VERY SUCCESSFUL. 

2. REQUEST THAT YOU INFORM THE FOREIGN MINISTRY AT 

THE LEVEL YOU DEEM APPROPRIATE OF THE SITUATION DESCRIBED 
ABOVE. 
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PLEASE 

ASK HOW LONG THE GOG ANTICIPATES THE REGULATION 
WILL REMAIN EFFECT? WHAT IS THE AVERAGE TIME BETWEEN 
AN APPLICATION FOR A VISA OR TOURIST CARD AND 
THE ISSUANCE? 

3. WE HAVE INFORMED AMBASSADOR LAMPORT OF THIS PROBLEM. 

CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 03 may 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE1 13203 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: LPFEIFLE:CFC 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 89-0640 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780595/aaaaddqk.tel 

Line Count: 70 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 071d23a5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 3 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2799303 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GUATEMALAN VISA REGULATIONS CONCERNING CUBAN AMERICANS 
TAGS: CGEN, GT 
To: GUATEMALA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/071d23a5-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



